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mounted a four-foot equatorial reflector at
Malta, and catalogued with it, during three
years, 600 new nebulae.

Lassen, Eduard (1830-1904), Danish
composer, born at Copenhagen; became
widely known in Belgium for several notable
operatic works and popular songs. After
the retirement of Liszt from the Court
Theatre at Weimar, the baton was transfer-
red to Lassen, and he there successfully pro-
duced Wagner's Tristan and Isolde (1874).
He is the composer of operas Le Roi Edgard
(produced by Liszt, 1857), Frauenlob
(1860), Le Captif (1865), a ballet Diana.

Lasso, a plaited rope of raw hide, hair, or
hemp, provided with a running noose at one
end, and used by ranchmen and others for
capturing or bringing down cattle.

Las Vegas, city, New Mexico. The old
Santa Fe" trail passes through here and is
a remarkable- mountain road. The old
Spanish manor houses are also of scenic
interest. Hot springs, 6 m. distant, are
much resorted to. The altitude of the hot
springs is 6,714 ft.; p. 12,362.

Latacunga, chief tn. in Leon prov., Ecua-
dor, S. America. It has frequently been
destroyed by earthquakes, notably in 1797.
Contains former palace of the Incas, Trade
in saltpetre; p. 15,000.

Latakia, or Ladikiyeh (anc. Loadicea ad
Mare) seapt. in Beirut vilayet, Syria. Ex-
ports barley, cotton, wax, sponges, and the
famous Latakia tobacco; p. about 22,000.

Boat with Lateen-sail.

Lateen-sail, a triangular sail extended on
a yard which is slung about one quarter
from the lower end to a mast, and rigged in
such a way that the upper end is raised in
the air, and the lower end is brought down
to form the tack. The word is merely a
corruption of 'latin,* and the rig is mainly
used in the Mediterranean and on sailing
canoes and small boats.

Latent Heat, the name given to the
amount of energy which is absorbed by unit
mass of a substance as it changes its state
from solid to liquid or liquid to vapor. The
change is usually effected by the application
of heat, and what is observed is that as the
change of state is being accomplished the
temperature of the mixed states does not
change.

Lateran, St. John, a celebrated church in
Rome, regarded as the first and most illus-
trious in the Roman Catholic communion.
It stands on a site originally occupied by
the palace of the Late-rani family, which
palace was confiscated by Nero, and sub-
sequently was ordained as the patrimony of
the popes of Rome by Constantinc, and
was occupied by them till the i4th century.
The present structure is of composite char-
acter, but includes a few fragments of the
basilica built by Pope Sylvester i. in 324
Here five oecumenical councils have met,
hence called Lateran councils.

Laterite. Late-rite is a fine red or brown
earth, a characteristic surface accumulation
of tropical countries such as India, Arabia,
and the Sahara. Many lateritcs arc rich in
iron oxide; others are aluminous. They are
formed by the decomposition of the under-
lying rocks in tropical climates.

Latham, Robert Gordon (1812-88), Eng-
lish philologist, ethnologist, and physician,
born at Billingsborough, Lincolnshire. He
was the author of The English Language
(1841). He was one of the first to suggest
a probable European origin for the Aryans.

Lathe, a contrivance for shaping or 'turn-
ing' wood, metal, or ivory into forms of a
circular or oval section. The simplest form
of lathe, and one which is still generally used
in India, consists of two rigid centers, be-

Lathe for Wood-turning.
tween which the object is revolved by means
of a piece of cord wound round it, and pull-
ed alternately backwards and forwards.
Lat.hrop, George Parsons (1851-98),
American author, was born at Honolulu,
Hawaiian Islands. Mr, Lathrop was assistant